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In July 1996, Scottish unemployment rose by 
14396 to stand at 206,099. This represents a 
monthly rise of 1VI% and leaves 8V4% of the 
Scottish workforce without a job. The male count 
rose by 5,146 or by 3V£% whilst female jobless 
increased by 9,250 or 21%. Male unemployment 
currendy stands at 152,768 or 11.3% of the male 
workforce and female jobless at 53,331 or 4.9% of 
the female workforce. 
Inspection of Table 1 indicates that British 
unemployment rose by 55,613 or by 2%% and 
presently stands at 2,067,278 or 7.6% of the British 
workforce. In July, male unemployment in Britain 
rose by 14,990 or 1% to stand at 1,549,003 or 
10V4% of the male workforce whilst the female 
count rose by 40,623 or 8V4%. The Scottish rate 
tends to be above the British rate, as confirmed in 
Figures 1-3. In terms of the male rate, Scottish 
unemployment remained below that of GB between 
February 1992 and December 1993 whereas for 
females, the Scottish rate lay below the GB rate 
between May 1992 and March 1996. In total, the 
Scottish unemployment rate lay below it's British 
equivalent between March 1992 and April 1994. 
The jobless count tends to rise in July due to 
seasonal factors which tends to be most evident in 
the female workforce and in peripheral areas such 
as Scotland. In Scotland, the July unemployment 
rise of Th% compares favourably with the 8.4% 
increase posted in July 1995. The seasonally 
adjusted count for Scotland and GB is set out in 
Table 2. This indicates that Scottish unemployment 
fell by 1,700 or 0.9% compared with a 23,900 or 
1.2% fall evident in GB. The Scottish male count 
rose by 1,600 or 1.06% and female jobless by 100 
or 0.2%. In the case of males, the Scottish and GB 
change is virtually identical. However, the fall in 
female unemployed is sharper in Scodand. Thus, 
the weaker decline in Scottish dole queues is due 
mainly to the poorer performance in female 
markets. 
In July, the seasonally adjusted count stood at 
194,700 or 8% of the Scottish workforce which 
compares unfavourably with the TA% rate posted in 
GB. The relative unemployment rate captures the 
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disparity between Scottish and British rates and is 
set out in Figures 4-6. A relative unemployment 
rate of above 100 indicates that Scottish 
unemployment is above British levels. Figure 6 
indicates that Scotland's relative position has tended 
to deteriorate since it reached a low of 94.2% in 
April 1993. However, the rate of deterioration 
appears to have accelerated this year. 
Scottish male unemployment stood at 148,700 
(11%) and the British rate count at 1,547,200 
(10.1%). Female unemployment in Scotland totalled 
46,000 (4.3%) compared with 492,500 (4.1%) in 
GB. Figure 3 indicates that the female relative 
position has deteriorated particularly sharply in July 
whilst Figure 2 suggests that the decline in the total 
Scottish relative is due largely to a weak 
performance by males. Similar conclusions can be 
drawn from an examination of the share of Scottish 
jobless set out in Figures 7-9. At present, Scodand 
accounts for 9V4% of British unemployed up sharply 
from 8.9% in July last year and from a historic low 
of 8!£% posted in several mondis in 1993. Again, 
me driving force behind this rise appears to be a 
progressive increase in male share in the last year. 
Female share is also rising with the increase 
particularly sharp in 1996. 
In the quarter to July, seasonally adjusted 
unemployment in Scodand fell by 2,700 or by 1.4% 
whilst British jobless declined by 56,700 or 2.7%. 
The Scottish male count fell by 2,900 or 1.9% 
compared with a 2.9% fall in GB. In Scodand, 
female unemployment rose in the latest quarter by 
200 or 0.44% whilst female jobless in GB fed by 
2.1%. In the year to July 1996, Scottish jobless fell 
by 4,000 or 2% compared with a decrease in GB of 
183,000 or %lA%. The annual jobless change in 
Scodand and GB for the 1990-1996 period is set 
out in Figures 10-12. Figure 10 suggests that the 
yearly fall in GB has been markedly sharper in 
1996. The Scottish male count fell by 4,000 or 
2.6% which compares poorly with an 8V4% fall in 
GB. In Scodand, female unemployment was static 
compared with a 7.3% fall in GB. The recent poor 
performance in terms of female jobless change is 
well illustrated in Figure 12. 
In previous commentaries, we have analysed me 
varying fortunes of GB regional unemployment 
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across the continuing 1990s economic cycle and 
have drawn attention to the large cyclical rises 
evident in the South. Figures 13-15 sets out the 
trend in GB regional unemployment across the 
1990s. In the presentations, the South of England 
refers to London, the South East, South West and 
East Anglia whilst Midlands and Wales consists of 
East and West Midlands plus Wales and the North 
of England comprises the North West, Yorkshire 
and Humberside and the Northern region. 
British unemployment rose by 89% between 
January 1990 and December 1992 and has fallen 
since to lie 34% above pre recession levels. The 
cyclical performance is most pronounced the further 
south one looks. Unemployment in the South of 
England was 2V* times higher in December 1992 
compared with January 1990 and is presently 87.4% 
up on the 1990 position. In Midlands and Wales, 
unemployment rose by 85%% between January 
1990 and end 1992 and currendy stands 29% higher 
than at the start of 1990. In the North of England, 
unemployment increased by 46.2% in the 2 years to 
December 1990 and is currendy 8.3% above the pre 
recession level. In Scotland, the dole queue rose by 
20.4% in the 2 years to December 1992 and is 
presendy 8.9% above January 1990 levels. 
This differing regional performance engendered an 
initial narrowing of relative unemployment rates. 
The relatives for Scotland and our 3 constructed 
regions are set out in Figures 16-18. In the South of 
England, the relative peaked at 97.1% in the 
January-August 1993 period, up from 66.7% in 
January 1990. Since then, die convergence towards 
me GB rate has unwound and the present relative 
stands at 90.2%. In Midlands & Wales, the relative 
has tended to be relatively stable indicating that die 
pattern of unemployment change was similar to die 
national picture. In the North of England, die 
relative improved from 138.9% in January 1990 to 
105.8% in the first 5 months of 1993 and has 
subsequemly deteriorated to 113.3% in July 1996. 
Pre recession, the Scottish relative stood at 155.6% 
and fell to a low of 94.2% in July 1993 before 
rising to a current rate of 106.7%. This year, me 
rate of divergence in Scotiand has been particularly 
sharp. 
In the remainder of tiiis review, we will restrict 
ourselves to an examination of the trends in die 
claimant count. It is apposite to recall drat tiiere 
remains litde short run correlation between short 
run employment and unemployment change. 
Indeed, an analysis of the Labour Force Survey 
indicates that labour market participation rates in 
Scotiand have been falling since 1992 accounting 
for a considerable proportion of the jobless fall. 
This effect is less evident in other regions. 
Unemployment Change in British Regions 
Tables 3-5 present the trend in seasonally adjusted 
unemployment for Scotland, GB, the UK and the 
standard planning regions for the July 1993-1996 
period. Tables 6-8 present details of seasonally 
adjusted unfilled vacancies and derived statistics, 
most notably the U/V ratio. The U/V ratio measures 
the number of unemployed chasing each vacancy 
and is a standard measure of the slackness or 
otherwise of a given labour market 
Table 3 sets out the trend in seasonally adjusted 
total employment. In July 1996, London, Yorkshire 
and Humberside, die North West, Wales and the 
Northern region all had unemployment rates greater 
than those evident in Scotland. Scottish 
unemployment decreased by 4,000 or 2% in the 
year to July which was the lowest recorded regional 
fall. With the exception of London, the sharpest 
falls were posted in die Midlands and South of 
England. The jobless queue fell by 12V4% in the 
Rest of the Soutii East and by 9V4% in both the 
South West and West Midlands. Apart from 
Scodand, the worst performing regions were Wales 
and the North West. 
In die recent quarter, Scottish unemployment fell 
2,700 or 1.4%. Only East Anglia recorded a weaker 
fall. The sharpest quarterly falls are evident in 
Northern Region, East Midlands and the Rest of die 
South East. In July, Scottish unemployment fell by 
1,700 or 0.9% which is faster than in East Anglia 
and equivalent to the decrease posted in London. 
The sharpest mondily falls were evident in the West 
Midlands and Rest of the Soutfi East. In GB and it's 
regions and nations, unemployment has been 
decreasing at a decreasing rate in die recent period. 
However, the position in Scodand is more adverse 
than nationally or than in any other region. 
Table 4 sets out the position of male 
unemployment In July, the Scottish male count 
stood at 11% of die workforce. The Rest of the 
Soutii East, East Anglia, Soutii West, East and West 
Midlands all had lower male unemployment than 
north of die border. The highest male 
unemployment is evident in the Northern region and 
in London. In die year to July, Scottish male 
unemployment fell by 4,000 or 2.6%. This rate of 
decrease is less dian half that recorded in Wales, 
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the next poorest performing region. The sharpest 
falls in male jobless are in ROSE, the South West 
and East Midlands. In terms of our 3 large regions, 
male unemployment decline was fastest the further 
south one looks. 
In the recent quarter, Scottish male unemployment 
fell by 2,900 or 1.9%. Only in East Anglia was a 
weaker decrease posted. The strongest quarterly 
falls were in the Northern region (-4.1%) and in 
ROSE and East Midlands where a 3.8% decline was 
evident. In July, Scottish male unemployment fell 
by 1,600 or 1.1%. This is sharper than the falls 
posted in East Anglia, Wales, London and the 
North West and equivalent to those experienced in 
the South West and Yorkshire and Humberside. In 
Britain as a whole, male unemployment continues 
to fall, but at a decreasing rate. The slowdown is 
most marked in Scotland, Wales and the North of 
England and less acute in the Midlands and South. 
Table 5 presents details of the recent trend in the 
female count In July, the Scottish female rate stood 
at 4.3% which is higher than all regions except 
London, West Midlands and Northern region and 
equivalent to the Welsh rate. In the year to July, 
Scottish female unemployment remained static 
compared with falls recorded in all other regions. 
The sharpest declines are evident in the Rest of the 
South East, East Anglia and West Midlands. 
Outside Scotland, the weakest falls were posted in 
Wales and the Northern region. 
In the latest quarter, Scottish female unemployment 
rose by 200 or 0.4%. Scotland was the only British 
region to experience an increase. The sharpest 
quarterly decreases were evident in the Northern 
region, East Midlands and Yorkshire and 
Humberside and the weakest in East Anglia, 
London and Wales. In July, Scottish unemployment 
fell by 100 or 0.2%. This represents the second 
weakest regional change. In East Anglia, female 
unemployment was static in July. The sharpest falls 
were posted in ROSE, East Midlands and Yorkshire 
and Humberside. In GB, female unemployment 
continues to fall but the rate of decline is 
decreasing. This effect is more marked in Scotland 
than elsewhere. 
We turn next to the trend in seasonally adjusted 
vacancies in the 1990-1996 period. These and 
related statistics are set out in Tables 6-8 and 
Figures 19-21. Table 6 indicates that there were 
25,700 unfilled vacancies at Scottish jobcentres in 
July 1996 which represented 11.5% of the British 
total. Scottish share of British vacancies rose from 
8% in late 1988 to peak at 18% in November 1992 
and has fallen erratically since. The trend in 
Scottish share of British vacancies since 1980 is 
presented in Figure 21. At present, the South of 
England has a higher share of British vacancies 
than before the recession and Scotland, Midlands 
and Wales and North of England a lower share. 
Table 7 sets out the changes in unfilled vacancies in 
the 1990-1996 period. In both the latest year and 
latest quarter, the growth in Scottish vacancies was 
less than in the 3 constructed GB regions. In July 
1996, British vacancies were 32.5% higher than in 
July 1990. However, there is a marked regional 
disparity. Vacancies in Scotland are 13.7% higher 
compared with 50% higher in the South, 28.6% in 
Midlands & Wales and 20.5% in the North of 
England. Because of a the universally low and 
regionally differential notification of vacancies, this 
data provides an imperfect account of the 
underlying trend in labour demand. However, the 
results are consistent with the view that the 
recovery has been stronger in the south. 
Table 8 presents the trend in the regional U/V ratios 
across the 1990-1996 period whilst Figure 19 sets 
out the position in Scotland and GB between 1980 
and 1996. In July 1996, there were 7.6 unemployed 
Scots chasing each vacancy. This position is only 
bettered in ROSE, East Anglia and Wales. The 
highest ratios are evident in London, Yorkshire and 
Humberside and the North all of which have high 
unemployment This may point to a marked degree 
of mismatch between labour demand and labour 
supply in these areas. U/V ratios in Scotland, 
London, West Midlands, Yorkshire and Humberside 
and the North West are currently lower than pre 
recession levels and higher elsewhere. 
Figure 20 highlights the Scottish U/V ratio relative 
to GB in the 1980-1996 period. The Scottish ratio 
deteriorated relative to Britain from Ql 1981 
peaking at 160% in the last quarter of 1988. The 
relative improved to stand at 48.7% in November 
1992 before deteriorating diereafter. At present the 
Scottish U/V ratio constitutes 83% of the British 
level. This year, the Scottish relative U/V ratio has 
deteriorated particularly sharply due to a 
combination of slow unemployment decrease slow 
growth in unfilled vacancies compared with 
nationally. 
We conclude this section by re-iterating the key 
trend. Unemployment in GB continues to decrease 
but at a decreasing rate. Unemployment has all but 
stopped falling in Scotland where the recent trend 
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is poor relative to GB and the British regions. 
Unemployment continues to fall most sharply in the 
south which is recovering from a particularly sharp 
fall in employment across the recession. The 
subsequent growth in employment has been strong 
at a time when population was rising strongly. In 
Scotland, jobs growth has been weaker and 
population growth static. Unemployment in 
Scotland is falling due to a more pronounced 
discouraged worker effect than is evident elsewhere. 
Unemployment in the Scottish and British 
Counties 
In the previous section, we analysed Scottish, 
British and regional unemployment with respect to 
the Department of Employment seasonally adjusted 
series. This series adjusts for the numerous 
revisions to the count which took place across the 
1980s. This exercise is not conducted for areas 
below the standard planning regions. However, 
Uiere have been no major changes in counting 
procedures since 1989 and, abstracting from the 
effects of the restart programme and stricter 
availability for work criteria, the series are 
consistent from that point. Seasonality is another 
matter. Unemployment in peripheral areas tends to 
be highly seasonal as do female labour markets 
everywhere. In this section, we examine the trends 
in county unemployment and emphasis appropriate 
analyses which circumvent this problem. In the next 
section, we present an analysis of seasonally 
adjusted unemployment in Scottish LEC areas. 
Table 9 sets out die recent trend in unemployment 
in Scottish- local authority regions. These 
geographies are now redundant in the case of 
Lothian, Strathclyde, Tayside, Grampian and 
Central where a new unitary local autiiority 
structure is in place. Greater insight into the 
performance of the new unitary authorities can be 
gained in some cases by reference to our analysis of 
Scottish TTWAs. We are constrained in presenting 
an analysis based on the new structure for 2 
reasons. First, some new authorities such as 
Glasgow, Renfrew, Inverclyde, Dumbarton 
Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Dundee etc are smaller than 
a TTWA and do not afford official unemployment 
rates. Second, the series for the new authorities is 
only available from the start of 19%. 
In July 1996, Scottish unemployment (unadjusted) 
stood at 206,099 or &A% of the Scottish workforce. 
The highest county rates are evident in Western 
Isles (12.8%), Fife (10&%) and Strathclyde 
(10.1%). Unemployment rates below the Scottish 
average are evident in Shetland (3.9%), Orkney 
(4.4%), Grampian (4.5%), Borders (5.1%) and 
Lothian (6.5%). These areas also present 
unemployment below the GB and UK average. 
Unadjusted unemployment in Scotland fell by 3,348 
or 1.6% in die year to July 1996 but rose in 
Borders (0.2%), Western Isles (0.6%), Fife (1%), 
Tayside (3.2%), Dumfries and Galloway (6.4%) and 
Shetlands (18.3%). In addition, the unemployment 
fall in Grampian of 0.6% is less marked than the 
Scottish average. Thus, the fall in Scottish 
unemployment is largely due to sharp falls in 
Lothian, Highlands, Strathclyde, Central and 
Orkney. 
The monthly and quarterly changes require to be 
treated with greater circumspection due to the 
differing effects of seasonality. In the quarter to 
July, Scottish jobless increased by 4,828 or 2.3%. 
Worse performances were posted in only 4 LA 
regions, viz Western Isles (19.4%), Tayside (4.7%), 
Strathclyde (4.3%) and Dumfries and Galloway 
(2.9%). Falls in unemployment were evident in 
Shetlands, Orkney, Highland, Lothian and Central. 
In July, Scottish unemployment rose by 14396 or 
7.5%. Above average rises were posted in the 
Western Isles, Dumfries and Galloway, Borders, 
Strathclyde and Tayside. In Orkney, unemployment 
actually fell by 0.5%. 
Table 10 presents the trend in male unemployment 
in the Scottish LA regions. Scottish male 
unemployment stood at 152,768 in July which 
represents 11V4% of the male workforce. Higher 
than average rates are evident in Western Isles 
(18%), Strathclyde (13.9%), Fife (13%), Highland 
(12%%), Central (11.8%) and Tayside (113/4%). The 
lowest rates are to be found in Shetland, Grampian 
and Orkney. In the year to July male unemployment 
fell by 3,606 or 2.3% with Borders, Dumfries & 
Galloway, Fife, Grampian, Tayside & Shetland all 
exhibiting below average performance. The sharpest 
yearly falls in male jobless are evident in Orkney, 
Lothian and Highlands. In the recent quarter, 
Scottish male unemployment fell by 1,805 or 1V4% 
with rises posted in Dumfries & Galloway, Tayside 
and Western Isles and a below average fall evident 
in Strathclyde. In July, Scottish male unemployment 
rose by 5,146 or 3!£% with falls posted in 
Highlands, Orkney and Shetlands. 
Table 11 sets out the recent trend in female 
joblessness. In July 1996, the Scottish female count 
stood at 53,331 or 4.9% of the female workforce. 
Above average rates are evident in Fife (7%), 
Western Isles (6.7), Dumfries and Galloway (6.3%), 
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Strathclyde (5.6%), Tayside (5.5%) and Central 
(5.3%) with the lowest rates posted in Shetlands, 
Orkney and Grampian. Scottish female 
unemployment rose by 258 or 0.5% in the year to 
July. Sharper rises were posted in Shetlands, 
Western Isles, Dumfries & Galloway, Fife, Tayside, 
Borders and Grampian. Unemployment actually fell 
in Lothian, Strathclyde and Orkney. In the recent 
quarter, Scottish female jobless rose by 6,634 or 
12V4%. Only Strathclyde (17.9%) and Western Isles 
(27.2%) experienced a sharper rise than nationally. 
In Highlands, Orkney and Shetlands, unemployment 
actually fell in the recent quarter. In July, the 
Scottish count rose by 9,250 or 21%. Only Borders, 
Dumfries & Galloway, Strathclyde and Western 
Isles experienced sharper increases. The best 
monthly performance is in Lothian where female 
joblessness rose by 7.4%. 
Table 12 sets out the unemployment position in the 
66 British Regions for the July 1990 to July 1996 
period. Figures 22-25 presents the 66 GB counties 
ranked by unemployment. In July 1996, Merseyside 
represented the British county with the highest 
unemployment rate with the Western Isles in 2nd 
place, Fife in 6th position and Strathclyde in 7th 
spot Shetlands is the best placed Scottish county 
ranking in 64th position, with Orkney in 60th spot, 
Grampian in 59th place and Borders in 53rd. Thus, 
Scotland continues to present some of die best and 
worst areas in terms of joblessness. Only Lothian, 
Grampian, Borders, Orkney and Shetlands post 
jobless rates below the GB average. Scottish LA 
regions have tended to slip down the UK rankings 
in the 1990-1996 period with the largest drop in 
rankings evident in Orkney, Lothian, Borders and 
Central. However, Fife, Highland and Orkney have 
all lost position across this period. 
Table 13 presents the changes in unemployment in 
the GB counties in the July 1990-July 19% period. 
Figures 26-29 sets out ranked unemployment 
change for 1990-%, 1990-93, 1993-96 and for the 
last year. In 1993 unemployment peaked following 
the collapse in output in the 1990-92 period. In the 
year to July, Shetlands, Dumfries & Galloway, Fife, 
Western Isles and Borders all posted rises in the 
jobless count whilst all of the Scottish counties, 
excepting Orkney, were in the worst performing 
third of the GB counties. However, the recent poor 
Scottish performance should be placed in context of 
the sharper recession experienced in the South. In 
the July 1990-1996 period, unemployment fell in 
Strathclyde, Orkney and Central and rose only 
marginally in Lothian. These areas plus Shetlands, 
Fife, Western Isles and Tayside all feature in the 
best performing third of GB counties. Figures 27 
and 28 partition the 1990-% period and indicate the 
strong performance of Scottish areas in 'recession' 
and consequently poor position in 'recovery'. 
Table 14 presents the trend in U/V ratios in the GB 
counties for the July 1990-July 1996 period. The 
ranked U/V ratios are set out in Figures 30-32. In 
July 1996, the Western Isles was the GB county 
with the largest U/V ratio with 17.9 unemployed 
chasing each vacancy. In addition, Fife (10.8) and 
Dumfries & Galloway (9.2) feature in the worst 
third of the 66 counties. Highlands represents the 
area exhibiting the 'best' U/V ratio with 6 jobless 
per unfilled vacancy. Grampian is close behind with 
a ratio of 6.1. These are the only 2 Scottish areas in 
the best third British counties. Before the recession, 
Scottish counties were less well placed on this 
criteria. In July 1990, Western Isles, Strathclyde, 
Tayside, Fife and Central were all in the worst GB 
third and Highland, Orkney, Shetlands, Borders and 
Grampian in the best third. Thus, in the 1990-96 
period, the worst Scottish counties have tended to 
get relatively better and the worst have tended to 
lose position. 
Scotland has returned to it's traditional position as 
an area of relatively high unemployment following 
a cyclically induced improvement in our position 
across the recession. The areas experiencing the 
worst unemployment trend in the 1990-1993 period 
have tended to do better in recovery. Across the 
period, Scottish counties tended to slip down the 
rankings in 1990-93 and lose position thereafter. 
The two main exceptions are Highlands and Fife 
both of which have lost position. At present, the 
Highland relative unemployment rate is higher than 
in July 1990. 
Unemployment Trends in Scottish LECs 
As indicated above, there are no official seasonally 
adjusted series for areas below the level of the 
standard planning region. Tables 15 & 16 and 
Figures 33-38 present the results of an exercise to 
seasonally adjust the unemployment series for 
Scottish LEC boundaries. The procedure adopted 
was the Census XI1 method using the Forecast Pro 
package. The approach was applied on both male 
and female unemployment across the January 1989-
July 1996 period. As a result, the seasonal 
adjustment factors will differ from those in the 
official estimates for Scodand. 
Table 15 sets out the monthly and quarterly 
unemployment changes based on the unadjusted 
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count. In July, Scottish male unemployment rose by 
5,146 or by 3Vi%. The poorest performances were 
evident in Ayrshire (7.4%), Dumfries & Galloway 
(6%), Renfrewshire and Tayside (both 4.7%) and 
the best outcomes in Glasgow (2.1%), Forth Valley 
(2.2%), Lothian and Dumbarton (both 3.2%). Table 
16 sets out the seasonally adjusted change. On a 
seasonally adjusted basis, Scottish male 
unemployment fell by 843 or by 0.6%. The poorest 
performing areas were Dumfries & Galloway 
(33/4%), Ayrshire (2.1%), Borders (1.8%) and 
Tayside (0.5%) and the best results were posted in 
Renfrew, Lothian and Glasgow (all down by 1V4%). 
In the quarter to July, Scottish male unemployment 
fell by 1,805 or 1.2% on an unadjusted basis or by 
2,462 or 1.6% on a seasonally adjusted basis. In 
terms of the raw count, Ayrshire (3.4%), Tayside 
(1.8%), Lanarkshire (0.7%) and Dumfries & 
Galloway and Dumbarton (both at 0.6%) fared 
worst and Lothian (-3.6%), Forth Valley (-3.3%), 
Fife (-3%) and Borders (-2.6%) performed best. On 
an adjusted basis, Dumfries and Galloway (3.5%), 
Grampian (2.2), Ayrshire (2.1%) and Borders 
(1.6%) fared worst whilst the best results were 
posted in Renfrewshire (-4%), Glasgow (-3.6%), 
Fife (-3.4%) and Lothian (-3%). Thus, in the latest 
quarter and month, male unemployment 
performance was best in the Central belt compared 
with the rural hinterland. 
Female unemployment tends to be more seasonal 
than male. In July, the Scottish female count rose 
by 9,250 or 21% on an unadjusted basis and by 280 
or 0.6% on a seasonally adjusted assessment. In 
terms of the raw count, Renfrewshire (37.4%), 
Lanarkshire (33.3%), Dumbarton (28.8%) and 
Glasgow (23.6%) fared worst whilst the best 
performances were evident in Lothian (12.5%), 
Grampian (14.4%), Tayside (16.2%) and Forth 
Valley (18.8%). On the basis of the adjusted totals, 
Renfrewshire (3.6%), Forth Valley (3%), Dumfries 
and Galloway (2%) and Dumbarton (1.7%) fared 
worst whilst the best performances were posted in 
Lothian (-3.1%), Tayside (-1.4%), Grampian (-
0.2%) and Glasgow (0.6%). 
In the recent quarter, Scottish female unemployment 
rose by 6,634 or by 14.2% whilst the adjusted count 
rose by 490 or 1%. On an unadjusted basis, 
Lanarkshire (31%), Dumbarton (28.4%), 
Renfrewshire (27.5%) and Ayrshire (19%) 
performed worst whilst Lothian (5.1 %), Dumfries & 
Galloway (8.5%), Forth Valley (8.7%) and Borders 
(9.2) exhibited the most favourable trends. On a 
seasonally adjusted basis, rural and semi rural areas 
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tended to fare worst The best performances are 
evident in Lothian (-3.3%), Glasgow (-1.2%), 
Borders (-0.2%) and Fife (-0.1%) and the worst 
changes were posted in Lanarkshire (5%), 
Dumbarton (4.2%), Dumfries and Galloway (4.2%) 
and Ayrshire (3.8%). In the recent month and 
quarter, there is a tendency for the worst results to 
be evident in the West and South West of Scotland 
and for urbanised areas to perform better. 
Total Scottish unemployment rose by 14396 or 
TA% in July but fell by 562 or 0.3% on a 
seasonally adjusted basis. The driving force of this 
is the fall in the male count. In July and on the 
basis of the raw totals, Renfrewshire (11.7%), 
Ayrshire (11.1%), Dumfries & Galloway (10.1%) 
and Lanarkshire (9.9%) experienced the sharpest 
increases whilst Lothian (5.4%), Forth Valley (6%), 
Glasgow (6.4%) and Fife (6.7%) fared best The 
worst performing areas in terms of the seasonally 
adjusted count were Dumfries and Galloway 
(+3.2%), Ayrshire (+1.9%), Borders (+1.7%) and 
Grampian (+0.1%) with the least adverse changes 
evident in Lothian (-1.7%) Glasgow (-0.9%), Fife, 
Lanarkshire and Dumbarton (all -0.6%). 
In the quarter to July, the Scottish jobless queue 
rose by 4,829 or 2.4%. On an adjusted basis, 
unemployment fell by 1,972 or 1%. On an 
unadjusted basis, the best performing areas were 
Lothian (-1.6%), Forth Valley (-0.5%), Borders 
(0.6%) and Fife (0.7%) and the most adverse 
changes occurred in Ayrshire (7.2%), Dumbarton 
(6.9%), Lanarkshire (6.8%) and Tayside (4.8%). 
After seasonal adjustment, Dumfries & Galloway 
(3.7%) emerges in worst position with Grampian 
and Ayrshire (both 2.5%) and Borders (1.1%) the 
next poorest performers. Glasgow and Lothian both 
experienced quarterly decreases of 3.1% whilst with 
Renfrewshire (-2.6%) and Fife (-2.5%) in next 
positions. Again the Central belt fares best. 
However, the Highlands & Islands performed better 
than lowland Scotland. 
Unemployment Change in Scottish TTWAs 
Tables 16 and 17 set out the unemployment 
position and trends in the July 1990-1996 period. 
Figures 39-44 highlight the best and worst 
performing British TTWAs in terms of jobless 
change for the year to July and for the July 1990-
1996 period. In July 1996, Cumnock and Sanquhar 
remained the GB TTWA with the highest 
unemployment rate with Arbroath in 4th spot, 
Girvan in 6th position and the Western Isles in 11th 
place. In addition, Forres Invergordon and 
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Dingwall, Irvine, Kirkcaldy, Kilmarnock, 
Lanarkshire and Newton Stewart are in the worst 25 
TTWAs. Since 1990, Scottish TTWAs have tended 
to lose tumble down the rankings, particularly the 
urban TTWAs such as Glasgow and Greenock. 
Some areas such as Girvan, Invergordon and 
Kirkcaldy have gained rank. The unemployment 
blackspots in Scotland are increasingly in rural 
areas. 
Figure 39 indicates that, in the year to July, 
Scotland accounts for half of the 50 GB TTWAs 
with the worst trend in unemployment change. In 
all cases, unemployment rose in the year to July 
and in most instances the TTWAs in question were 
rural. Only Fraserburgh and Orkney appear in the 
best 50. In the July 1990-1996 period, 23 of the 
best performing TTWAs were Scottish with 
Glasgow, Greenock, Falkirk, Lochaber, Orkney, 
Lanarkshire, Fraserburgh, Alloa and Bathgate all 
experiencing falls in unemployment This may well 
be due as much to falling population and labour 
market participation than local residents gaining 
employment Sadly, we have little way of knowing 
from official sources. There were no Scottish 
TTWAs in the worst 50 GB areas. 
Concluding Remarks 
The relative unemployment position of Scotland 
continues to deteriorate but remains better than 
before the recession started. In the past year, 
unemployment in Scotland has not fallen as fast as 
elsewhere and the problem appears worse in the 
rural economies. We expect unemployment in 
Scotland to remain static in 1996 before falling 
sharply in 1997 and 1998. It is likely that the 
Scottish relative will deteriorate further but we do 
not expect a return to the highly adverse position 
experienced in the late 1980s. 
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Table 1 
Scottish and British Unemployment 
April 1990-96 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Scottish and British Unemployment 
April 1990-96 
Seasonally Adjusted Series 
Scotland 
Male 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Change across previous 
jmonth -17400 -1.11 
[(quarter -46100 -2.89 
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U/V Ratios in the British Regions 
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Source: Employment Department. Fraser of Allander Institute 
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